
St. Mary, Vinton 

Pastoral Council Minutes 

September 20, 2022 
 

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community in 
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by our worship together and in 
serving others. 
 

I. Roll call: Billy Ollinger, JR Schemmel, Cindy Forsyth, Stacey Happel, Ryan Allsup, Colman 
Silbernagel, Carmen Allyn, Melissa Tandy, Jeannie Springer, Marcia Reilly 

 
II. Prayer and prayers for the community 

 

III. Approval of minutes – August 2 – approved via email 
 

IV. Minutes from standing committees – Finance – July 28; Faith Formation Commission – 
August 16; Social Justice – August 18; Liturgy – September 6 
 

V. Additions to agenda:  Baptismal font 
 
Old Business 
 
VI.  LOWTF – status (Jeannie) 

 Pledged- $ 1,149,827 

 Donated- $ 1,147,577 

 Debt - $11,662- a $3,000 payment was sent in today 
 

VII. Building & Grounds 
 

 Striping of parking lot – completed!  Looks great and the company was very responsive. 

 Floor in hall – The tile we voted on last time is not available.  Thanks to all who gave 
input after Mass, came into the office, etc. to help us choose a new pattern.  Jeannie 
reported that flooring is ordered, no delivery date yet. 

 Trees 
o Ash tree- we are on the list for removal and grinding of the stump 
o Apple tree by fire pit – gone!  Order replacement? Other apple tree is looking 

sick.  Probably needs to be removed.  Consider taking it down.  Will table 
until spring to see what it looks like 

 Youth room- The room Danielle would like to use for the youth needs to be cleared out.  
The former youth minister had pulled out all the supplies, games, etc. with the intent of 
organizing things and then left.  Danielle and Mary Pat have been gradually working on 
it.  May need to enlist the help of volunteers with this task! 

 Fall clean-up day- It was decided to set aside the morning of November 5th for those who 
can come and work as a group.  There will be a sign up sheet for tasks not completed 
that day so individuals can sign up to complete when it works for their schedule. 

 Baptismal font – Marcia is seeking more input from the Director of Worship for the 
Archdiocese re: the font as well as other renovations that had been previously 



discussed.  There is a lot going on right now, so it is on hold for the time being, but not 
forgotten.  Eventually, Marcia plans to get the original design committee together to 
assess what our current needs/wants are for the worship space. 

 
VIII. Community sustaining/building - “Becoming a Family” article 

 A holiday initiative to reach out to homebound and widowed parishioners was 
discussed, perhaps similar to what we’ve done the last two years (placed addresses 
of homebound and older parishioners on ‘ornaments’ on a tree in gathering space) 
and invited parishioners to take ornaments and send a card to the person listed. 

 
IX.    Security 

 Update from police chief- no response about site survey  

 Security cameras- no updates- continuing to work on 

 Door system that staff can see from their phones/computers who is at the door.  
Jeannie and Marcia will be meeting with a sales rep associated with the company 
that also provides our copiers on Thursday. 
 

New Business  
 

X.  Insurance walk-through-  

 Only recommendation was that cords and wires in the choir area be covered to 
eliminate a trip hazard 

 
XI. PLC report 

 Finances – As of our fiscal year end, the numbers look good for Vinton, no concerns.  
We still haven’t been billed for lawn mowing, so that has been factored into the 2022-23 
budget.  Overall, a 6% increase in expenses was budgeted due to the inflationary 
environment we are in. 

 Time & talent- So far, 23 forms have been turned in for the cluster, 12 of those are from 
Vinton.  There extra booklets available on a table in the gathering space as well as a 
table at the south entrance.  Father would like us to restart the homebound ministry.  
Some places require visitors have received the Covid vaccination and not all of our 
former volunteers are vaccinated.  Marcia is seeign some interest in new ministries- 
marriage enrichment team, bereavement, adult faith formation, among others, which is 
exciting. 

 Photo Directory- The website to sign up for a photo session for our new directory went 
live last weekend and we already have 25 slots filled.  Marcia encouraged all to sign up 
soon.  When she met with the representative, he said that UCD reviews our sign-ups 
regularly.  If they think a parish isn’t going to be able to fill one or more day, they’ll only 
send us one photographer instead of two – and we’ll lose half our time slots.   

 Flagpole update- Chris Lacey asked for something to use memorial money from the 
death of his father, John Lacey.  Fr. Jim had expressed a desire to have a flag installed 
outside the church and Chris seemed interested in this possibility.  Jeannie had looked 
on-line for prices.  Locally, Nesper and CR Signs sell and install commercial-grade 
flagpoles.  Marcia has asked Jeannie and Nancy to each call one place for an estimate.  
Billy will send Jeannie and Marcia the name of the company that installed the flagpole at 
their place.   

 Synod Results- Marcia emailed us the results based on the 178 responses received from 
parishioners in our cluster.  Parishioners felt that weekly Mass was the most important 



factor for a vibrant parish, followed by Faith Formation for youth and a sense of 
belonging.   Melissa asked if there were expectations of us now that we have results.  
Marcia said that the Archdiocese is working on a parish vitality for each parish to 
complete.  That survey is currently being developed.  No timeline has been shared on 
when it will be ready or conducted.  

 Faith Formation-- 77 students are registered for classes in Vinton as of last week (K-12).  
Mary Pat and Danielle have already reached out to unregistered families once earlier 
this fall.  Marcia will be contacting those who still have not registered later this week.   A 
major concern is that we are still looking for catechists.  In Vinton, we currently do not 
have anyone to work with the high school students.  We also still need catechists for 1st, 
3rd and 4th grade as well as an evening site supervisor. 

 
XII. Coffee & donuts with the Council - JR suggested we might consider having the council host 

coffee and donuts after Mass.  That would give folks an opportunity to chat with us and 
share ideas.  We’ve set October 9th as the date to do this.  Speaking of coffee & donuts, 
before the pandemic we had talked about adding tables in the gathering space.  We have 
added a couple round tables for families to sit at.  Marcia wondered if that was sufficient.  
Council members thought having a couple tall tables that people who are standing could set 
their coffee cup on, etc. would be helpful. 

 
XIII. Group picture – FYI: the picture is posted on the website and also printed in our annual 

report along with email addresses so that parishioners know who their council members are 
and how they can contact them. 

 
Agenda items for next meeting: 
 

Next SMV pastoral council meeting:  Tuesday, November 15  


